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Scientific Book Club---November Selection 


Gray, George Science War. 
1943. 296p. $3.00. 


Science, the discovery and knowledge cause and effect 
the natural order, the application that knowledge 
problems the environment, science, pure and applied, 
always has been intimately related war. Applied 
science has influenced the course war—war has stimu- 
lated the search for knowledge. Briefly reviewing, 
scale suitable for the general reader, the relation science 
war and portraying more detail the role science 
the present conflict, George Gray has presented with 
book that, large extent, fills longfelt need for in- 
formation highly important aspect our milieu. 
war before has ever been this predominantly scien- 
war and understand people must have some 
knowledge the operations science. 


Nov. 2 3, 


Harper. 


several introductory chapters Mr. Gray discusses the 
elations war and science (shrewdly pointing out that 
human failings and not science are responsible for the 
horrors war), demonstrates means the magnetic 
mine and the radiolocator that this physicist’s war, 
traces the history developments mathematics and 
physics (engineering) they were applied war, shows 
how military problems have been partially responsible for 
the founding national scientific academies 
the development such organizations down our own 
Office Scientific Research and Development whose 
functions and organization are described well. 


Turning then the role science today’s war effort 
the author begins with description the application 
physical principles such fields artillery, rocketry (the 
bazooka), bombs, torpedoes, subchasers and detecting ap- 


paratus, airplanes, engines, propellers, tanks and antitank 
weapons, electronics, communications, radar, land mine 
locators, antiaircraft fire directors, etc. all these 
describes the limit allowed official secrecy the ap- 
plications scientific principles and their utter import- 
ance the war effort. There follows discussion the 
wartime use mathematics the course which our 
modern lack mathematical training justly deplored. 


There are two chapters dealing with the chemical aspects 
the war which are discussed such topics the im- 
portance chemistry, illustrated the history the 
atmospheric fixation Nitrogen during World War the 
use gases war, also mostly historical, the nature 
explosives, fuels, lubricants, high octane gasoline, alloys, 
powder metallurgy, plastics and rubbers. chapter 
war medicine deals with the latest developments that 
field including methods treatment, blood plasma and 
its substitutes, penicillin, the struggles against malaria and 
dysentery and other factors the health front. One 
the best chapters the book deals with the completely 
new aeromedicine vital modern aviation. The last 
chapter discusses the use psychological weapons 
warfare and epilogue the author advances the inter- 
national unity science the basis for the establishment 
the new order. 


All all Science War interesting and well done, 
though occasionally stuffy, account the way which 
the principles such fields physics, mathematics, 
chemistry, biology and psychology are being utilized the 
effective prosecution the war. true that the story 
incomplete due both official prohibition and the vast- 
ness the subject but does furnish good overall view 
and will value the general reader. 
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only two points need that reader cautioned. his 
historical material Mr. Gray raises the wellworn bugaboo 
the obstructionist tactics the Church with regard 
science citing the prohibition the study physics 
the clergy Pope Alexander III 1163. Those versed 
knowledge the Church will understand that the safe- 
guarding revelation was sufficient cause for such action 
and will know that later developments have disproven 
any claim that the Church opposed the acqusition 
knowledge. This reviewer feels that his epilogue 
Mr. Gray assigns too important role science the 
unifying concept new order, role that can only 
filled objective morality operative the individual 
under the Divine and natural Gray’s position 
seems merely variant humanism with all its 
inherent these two points indicated the book 
can recommended highly college students and adults 
and possibly even mature high school readers. 


Canby, Henry Walt Whitman. American. 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1943. $3.75. 


Walt Whitman man peculiar interest the Cath- 
olic mind, and, usual cases peculiar interest, has 
managed divide Catholic literate opinion very sharply. 
begin with, there the famous enigmatic remark 
Gerard Manly Hopinks: that knew heart 
Walt Whitman’s mind more like own than any 
other man’s living. very great scoundrel this 
not pleasant confession. And this also makes the 
more desirous read him and the more determined that 
will not.” Nothing that Hopkins said can taken 
its face value, and there certainly reason suppose, 
Professor Mathiessen has supposed 
superb critical study, that has any reference Whit- 
man’s alleged homosexuality, especially since, his own 
testimony, was not conversant with the suspect Chil- 
dren Adam and Calamus poems. However, more 
recent Catholic reference, that Francis Stuart 
his strongly idyosyncratic Menace the Herd, minces 
words whatsoever when states: “It not mere coin- 
cidence that the great bard democratism its most 
herdist and antipersonalist connotation was extremely 
repulsive homosexual Walt aside 
from the fact that Whitman contrived the term “per- 
sonalism” express his own concept the sacredness 
the personality within the individual, great English 
Catholic democrat, Gilbert Keith Chesterton, 
ferred Danton Gasset and Charles Dickens both 
this matter the menace the herd, once thanked 
the gray poet Camden for having helped save him from 
the abysses despair where the Green Carnation “twisted 
even decent sin shapes not named”; and where 


Not all unhelped held the fort, our tiny flag 


unfurled; 

Some giants laboured that cloud lift from the 
world. 

find again the book found, feel the hour that 
flings 

Far out fish-shaped Paumanok some cry cleaner 
things: 

And the Green Carnation withered, forest fires 
that pass, 

Roared the wind all the world ten million leaves 
grass. 
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That was from The Man Who Was Thursday’s dedication 
Edmund Clerihew Bentley. Chesterton acknowledged 
the debt owed once again The Flying Inn, where 
speaks one who passes out “of the mood Maeterlinck 
into the mood Whitman.” But supposing—for the sake 
argument, merely—the unlikely fact that both Gilbert 
and Cecil missed the Calamus implications back there 
their salad days Kensington: what was not 
Catholic England that ostracized the tragic Wilde; 
not Catholic England that still treats with contempt Lord 
Alfred Douglas. Jacques Maritain does not find poor 
Proust repulsive. The Pillar Salt silence, not the 
hot salt scorn, befits backward glance the Cities 
the Plain, one such Chesterton gave them The New 
Jerusalem: 


And here that tradition has laid the tragedy the 
mighty perversion the imagination man; the mon- 
strous birth and death abominable say such 
things mood spiritual pride; such things are 
hideous not because they are distant but because they 
are near us; all our brains, certainly mine, were 
buried things bad any buried under 
sea, and did not come battle with them, 
even the darkness the brain man, know not 
why came. 


But for those for whom the question, its more clinical 
aspects, still remains open one. Dr. Canby’s book 
seems utter all that can uttered the matter, and, 
Christian charity, say nothing scholarly detach- 
ment, his verdict deserves stand: “There has, far, 
been educed not one scrap evidence active homo- 
sexuality Walt Whitman’s what 
Mathiessen chooses refer “latent”, suggests the 
representative nature this man who “contains 
tudes”, and also the epicene interpretativeness the great 
literary genius, faculty that Whitman, and, vastly 
different way, course, Dickens and Hans Andersen, 
approached almost animistic power identification. 
Nor does Dr. Canby forget the Old Testament prophetic 
exaltation which dignifies the Song Solomon terms 
the deepest and most universal human experience, but 
allows scope, nonetheless, for the purchaser cigar-store 
curiosa lick his lips over sundry extra-illustrated edi- 
tions the document question. 


There still another plan upon which Dr. Canby’s inter- 
pretative biography particularly good: the matter 
Whitman the vates Democracy. has often been 
pointed out that the political pantheism could well 
invoked Hitler justification his own monolithic 
egalitarianism. Here Dr. Canby, while admitting the 
herent dangers his subjects’s acclaiming the seductive 
power personality, quick demonstrate, very 
telling example, how differs from the ordinary brand 
Carlylean hero-worship superficially identified with. 
Por Whitman’s representative hero the “powerful 
western fallen Lincoln, man the people, who, 
unlike Napoleon Bismarck, loved first, and admired 
second. And whatever the odds, the author thinks, “if 
you wish understand what was the, perhaps uncon- 
scious, ideal democracy the formative years the 
nineteenth century, the question should addressed 
Whitman and his poems”. 


Dr. Canby illuminating many points critical 
terest; emphasizes, for example, the significance the 
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histrionic Whitman’s nature, and accounts for the 
curious unreality detail many his catalogues 
noting that his actual experience America was geo- 
graphically very limited and that his representation 
really Paumanok expanded imaginatively continental 
dimensions. warmly competent job interpretation 
such this merits slight cavil; but, perhaps, the volume 
has just trace that which, Dr. 
Canby himself alleges, the reason for many Whitman 
treatments becoming tedious. Also, one feels that his 
nature more attuned the intellectual aristocracy 
Thoreau, his preceding study, than the emotional de- 
mocracy Whitman. Again, seems inclined depre- 
cate earlier insistence upon the Dutch element Whit- 
man’s heredity. Granted that this sort biographical 
gambit can and has been overplayed, still matter 
sober historical and esthetic fact that Whitman’s par- 
ticular blend mysticism and sensuality has characterized 
the art and literature the Low Countries from 
the famous Mannikin Brussels; and 
may not without racial significance that his closest 
congener the 20th century has been Fleming writing 
French, Emile Verhaeren. But such reservations are 
mere straws the scales his total achievement. “Whit- 
man was large mould every way, and bold, far- 
reaching schemes, and very sure fare better the 
hands large men than small,” said John Burroughs 
once. Dr. Canby’s book the book large man; and 
worthy stand the shelf the good Whitman cri- 
tiques alongside the fine Whitman pages Mathies- 
sen’s American Renaissance. 
Charles Brady 


Hayes, Mrs. Heaton’s 
Nov. 1943. 399p. $2.75. 


Mrs. Heaton envisioned for her daughter brilliant future 
that would grow out the development the natural 
talents and beauty that had offered such promise her 
own youth but which thirty-five were still unknown 
outside the circle small home town. would 
different with Diana, that Mrs. Heaton had determined, 
and selfishly, the story discloses, when apparently 
self-sacrificing mother devotion suddenly changes 
domineering exploitation Diana’s gifts. 


Mrs. Heaton and her two children made their home with 
her parents. married life had become intolerable, 
and though Luke Fletcher did everything could bring 
about reconciliation between Hattie and her husband, 
his devotion his daughter made him lenient 
viding the means developing Diana’s career, and 
summer holidays found Hattie and Diana mingling with 
the smart set exclusive resort Maine. 


was during one these excursions that Mrs. Heaton 
met Christopher Meredith, and Diana’s problems were 
soon forgotten the excitement thrilling summer 
which the mother saw promise more 
lasting happiness. She was conscious the few years 
that made her Chris’s senior, and attempt appear 
exhilarating she would take “just nip” liquor before 
starting out for the evening. result Chris, wary 
the habit that seemed growing his charming com- 
panion, never proposed was expected to. However, 
during the second summer, the two consented illicit 
the beauty which the mother explained the 
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thirteen-year old Diana. The girl, sworn secrecy, begins 
wonder about her mother’s intermittent periods hap- 
piness and disillusionment which were somehow bound 
with defiance conventions. 


Diana decided that the time had come buoy her 
mother’s hopes and she seeks her place the theatrical 
world, finally succeeding getting small part the 
chorus cheap stage show, and promise more 
outstanding role, dependent upon her being “nice the 
director”. innocence Diana explains the situation 
her mother and Hattie sanctions the bargain that seemed 
point success. The girl, however, completely 
shocked and revolted and the experience threatens any 
chance future happiness when few years she meets 
the man she would love. 


Mrs. Heaton realizes her mistake and, thoroughly dis- 
illusioned herself, makes Diana promise never allow 
any man interfere with her career. Life became un- 
bearable for the girl constant conflict between loyalty 
her mother, whose domineering control the more un- 
reasonable because her addiction drink, and her love 
for the man who constantly tries win her away from 
Mrs. Heaton’s abnormal influence. The story ends 
tragedy through which Diana finally released enjoy 
her happiness. 

Mrs. Heaton’s Daughter built climax which 
loses much its force unnecessary repetition and 
the incidents which border the melodramatic. The 
scattered profanity and irreverent use the Holy Name 
well the incidents illicit sexual relations restrict 
the novel the discriminating adult reader. 


Hynd, Alan. Betrayal From the East. 
12, $3.00. 


Having given Passport Treason lively account 
some the activities Nazi agents the United States, 
Mr. Hynd now passes the subject Japanese spies 
among us. Despite Betrayal From the subtitle, the 
present volume not “the inside story Japanese spies 
story”, though some had been told before—of com- 
paratively few incidents the long and complicated 
undercover espionage campaign conducted against America 
Japan for years preceding the Pearl Harbor attack. 


McBride. Nov. 


point which Mr. Hynd lays special emphasis the 
co-operation between Berlin and Tokyo this secret war- 
fare. begins his book with the mysterious doings, 
starting toward the end 1932, Count Hermann von 
Kietel (whose name, later transpired, was pseudonym, 
though his was genuine). The Count’s apparently 
erratic peregrinations over America from coast coast 
always brought him into touch with Japanese greater 
lesser importance, some whom were 
pected the Federal Bureau Investigation being 
good. The Count himself thus became suspected 
his movements when traced gave evidence sinister 
liaison between German agents and Japanese spies and 
diplomatic officials the United States. 


The workings Nipponese espionage were brought 
daylight 1936-37 the trials Harry Thompson, ex- 
yeoman the United States Navy, and John Farns- 
worth, cashiered Lieutenant Commander the same 
service. Both were charged with, tried for and convicted 


a 
the 
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selling American Naval secrets Japanese agents, and 
the trial led Thompson’s case Japanese naval officer 
masquerading student Stanford University and 
Farnsworth’s the Japanese Navale Attaché Wash- 
ington. 

Among other things that became known the various 
American counter-espionage agencies Navy Intelli- 
gence and Army Intelligence), were Japanese use car- 
rier pigeons fitted with little automatic cameras, experi- 
ments with chemicals capable, when thrown the water, 
damaging the steel hulls ships, and construction 
small scale models bridges, harbor installations and the 
like for the exact training saboteurs. 


One Betrayal From the East’s most interesting stories 
tells how one Blake pretended accept Japanese over- 
tures for his enrollment spy, gave them (under guid- 
ance from American Navy Intelligence) much false in- 
formation, and narrowly escaped death the hands 
his deluded employers. 

Here given, also, account Japan’s venture into 
American journalism—the secret purchase 1935 the 
highly respectable, but financially insolvent, Living Age. 
The old owners, course, had idea that the new pur- 
chasers were “fronts” for the Japanese Vice Counsel 
New York. 

Mr. Hynd’s concluding chapter warning against over- 
lax treatment interned Japanese. flatly asserts that 
the War Relocation Authority does not sufficiently inform 
(by consultation with the F.B.I. and other 
gence bodies) the previous record those whom 
releases from internment, and warns that this policy 
greatly increases danger wartime sabotage. 


Betrayal From the East written journalist who 
not always able get away from journalese. His book 
has good deal the flavor old-time Hearst Sunday 
feature. His occasional sneers the State Department’s 
policy toward Japan are little sophomoric. But, all 
all, Mr. Hynd has given good, and 
worthy, description part that secret war Japan waged 
the years leading her treachery’s climax 
Pearl Harbor. Most adults will find Betrayal From the 
East interesting; many will find astonishing also. 

Winston, 

Richmond, Virginia 


Jennings, John. The Shadow and the Glory. Reynal and 


Hitchcock. Nov. 19, 1943. 383p. $2.75. 


developing the answer problem which might easily 
face American boy today John Jennings has traced 
fairly creditable historical novel centering about the first 
three years our Revolutionary War which Davy 
Ferguson discovered why was fighting and thus found 
the courage carry on. 


James Ferguson was character Mr. Jenning’s earlier 
novel, Next Valour, dealing with French and Indian 
Wars. Now, 1774, married and has sixteen 
year old son, Davy, about whom the present story built. 
the clouds unrest gather over the colonies James 
Ferguson settled man, member the New Hamp- 
shire Assembly, living Portsmouth with his wife, his 
foster-son, James Hubert, secretary Governor Went- 
worth and avowed Loyalist, and the awkward Davy 
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who passionate adherent the Sons Liberty. James 
Ferguson, knowing the horrors war, has not declared 
himself for either side. the story opens Davy meets 
Paul Revere who has ridden from Boston with warning 
the local patriots that the British are sending soldiers 
Fort William and Mary seize ammunition which the 
colonists regard rightly The next day Davy 
company with his pal, Caleb Stark, son the famous 
Colonel John, joins with crowd patriots storming 
the fort and carrying off the ammunition. Though 
was accomplished without bloodshed Davy almost killed 
English soldier and escape punishment was forced 
leave town for winter trapping the wilderness 
the north with his grandfather, the hardbitten Jed 
Returning early 1775 finds the incident blown over 
but the general situation worse than ever. James Ferguson 
now opposes the English still counsels 
patience. Davy pressed one night British sailors and 
recognized one the fort’s attackers. escapes, 
turns home, hears the assembly defy the governor, and 
sees James Hubert leave home stand with the English. 
Although his father still wishes him wait until 
convinced the necessity for fighting, Davy, enthralled 
with the glory war and its heroics, steals away with 
Caleb join the patriot forces gathering around Boston 
after Lexington and Concord. arrives time for the 
battle Bunker Hill and receives severe wound the 
back which wins him temporary discharge after long 
convalescence stinking hospital quarters. now Davy 
has seen the horror war and his immaturely impression- 
able nature has swung him the opposite has 
had enough During his convalescence met Steve 
Trent and Jack O’Hara, both Morgan’s Riflemen, and 
when that unit prepares leave for the expedi- 
tion invites the Trent and O’Hara families stay with 
the Ferguson’s Portsmouth. Judy O’Hara falls love 
with Davy but his attentions turn Stephanie Trent who 
however prefers James Hubert who has returned home 
without disavowing his Loyalist sympathies. After being 
saved from mob Davy, James Hubert forced flee 
and Stephanie elopes with him. the same time the 
attitude those home stiffens Davy’s courage and 
leaves again join the army but this time reluctantly. 
takes part the victory Boston, marches New 
York and then Canada cover for the retreat the 
expedition which Steven Trent had been killed 
and Jack and Molly O’Hara taken prisoner. The retreat 
from Canada followed soldiering the Jerseys and 
the victory Trenton. 


their grievances unattended, morale sinks 
among the troops and many them become discouraged, 
leaving without their official discharge papers when their 
temporary enlistments expire. Davy among one such 
group which captured the British and finds himself 
prison New York from whence rescued James 
Hubert and returns home. Just news comes that Davy 
considered deserter remembers where Jed Stiles 
had planned bring the O’Haras after rescue attempt 
and stealing away succeeds finding them, saving 
them from starvation, nursing them back streneth and 
returning them civilization. then joins Colonel 
Stark who had rectified his apparent desertion, partakes 
the battle Bennington and then goes with Colonel 
Stark Saratoga just before Burgoyne’s 
the story ends finds happiness his determination 
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fight for the just cause liberty matter what the 
obstacles and his new-found love for the winsome Judy 


O’Hara. 


The Shadow and the many aspects worth- 
while book that points out the horrors war, show- 
ing that only just cause can demand the devotion and 
self-sacrifice men the face war’s first 
Davy, the bright light youth, saw war the heroic 
and the glorious but later found the cruel and 
the inhuman; first was eager but battle blunted the 
edge his eagerness and then found war evil and 
peace any price blessing; only after two long years did 
find that freedom was worth fighting for and acquire 
the mature courage and determination needed. The 
book well-written and fairly well-grounded historical 
novel. There are however two objectionable features: the 
first, Minor suggestive vulgarisms, the second, the excessive 
use profanity. Both these objections detract ma- 
terially from the value the book which otherwise de- 
serves fair recommendation. 


Catholic Book Club---November Selection 
Claudel, Rendered into English Sister 
Mary David, Pantheon. Nov. 15, 
$2.75. 

This really pair books, requiring two quite different 
reviews. Claudel’s poetry, French, once poetry 
order and prayer the highest wholly 
religious and liturgical, being made prayers and 
hymns for the feast days the year, together with group 
poems the apostles, and series meditations 
The Way the Cross. Claudel has managed fuse the 
modern techniques and ways thinking Verlaine, 
Rimbaud, and Baudelaire with Catholic tradition, ritual, 
and mystical experience. being once leader the 
modernists and one the most devout traditionalists, 
his position not unlike that Eliot English 
poetry. poet and philosopher exercises great in- 
fluence among the French, and perhaps beginning 
known the United States something more than 
the former French Ambassador this country. The 
present book, published France some years ago 
Corona benignitatis anni Dei, may its current publica- 
tion spread knowledge Claudel’s poetry among those 
Americans who are sufficiently familiar with the French 
language get enjoyment out reading poetry French. 


For those who must rely English translation for under- 
standing and enjoyment the poetry, recommended 
that they make loud public demands that this translation 
replaced another, Sister Mary David’s work, 
must regretfully stated, utterly inadequate. She has 
set herself the extremely difficult task reproducing 
Claudel’s rhymes and his free rhythms, and this task 
she has failed The effort soar beyond the 
limits her strength has also led her into many unbe- 
coming flutterings. She has, for instance, desperately 
forced one couplet into rhyming tagging “in sooth” 
the end one line, and “in truth” the end the 
next! There are innumerable instances single words 
snatched out the air dangle the ends lines and 
thus effect rhyme. Also, many instances, words are 
unjustifiably added fill out meter. 


Two the poems this book are found ex- 
cellent translations, done the late Father Francis Burke, 
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who used the pseudonym “Hugh Burgh”. One, 
“Saint appeared Measure: The Journal the 
Gerard Manly Hopkins Poetry Society, Georgetown Uni- 
versity, Christmas, 1932. “Saint Paul” was published 
The Carillon, Washington, C., Autumn issue, 1932. 
comparison with Sister Mary David’s translations 
the same poems conclusive. 


The net result this feeble and fumbling translation 
that work powerful religious mysticism, done with 
great technical skill and subtle charm, and highly original 
feeling and manner, made appear sentimental 
piety presented awkward verse. 
Kenton Kilmer, 
Virginia 
Where’s the Money Coming 
Twentieth Century Fund. Nov. 


Chase, Stuart. 
lems Postwar Finance. 


29, 1943. 179p. $1.00. 


This volume third series six When the War 
complements the earlier volume, 
America, reviewed earlier this year. Indeed, ties 
closely with the previous study that for all practical pur- 
poses they should considered one. the first book, 
Mr. Chase outlined the potentialities American produc- 
tion, viewed the light the physical and technical 
resources our disposal. this volume treats the 
obvious questions left unanswered the first: how can 
all this can poverty abolished and 
permanently high level living, with full employment 
all resources, achieved? 

The present study falls into two natural divisions. 
there analysis the functioning our financial sys- 
tem. The circuit flow income from factory consumer 
and back traced some particular, careful 
consideration given that portion income which goes 
into savings and (perhaps) into investment. While the 
author does not treat all the important implications 
this process, presents with considerable lucidity and 
insight. times there may some oversimplification— 
the matter bank credit case point—yet does 
handle difficult problems with both competence and sim- 
plicity. fact, this part the volume valuable that 
worth many times the modest price set the pub- 
lishers. For this part alone, the book heartily recom- 
mended for libraries and for all classes readers. 


The second part consists positive recommendations, 
which the author labels compensatory economy. This 
phrase used denote system affirmative govern- 
ment action keep full employment and stable eco- 
nomic system, based largely upon planned system 
public works. Other courses are treated, ranging from 
relatively conservative approach, such antitrust law 
enforcement, drastic proposals for tax savings and 
for dated money. This section the book less inte- 
grated and more open the charge superficiality and 
political Even here, however, con- 
siderable service rendered the introduction chal- 
lenging ideas and attractive proposals. Those who would 
differ with him, and many thoughtful economists will, 
should accept the challenge offering programs more 
realistic but equally likely achieve the objectives made 
possible our immense physical and technical resources. 

Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 

St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, Md. 
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Brown, (Lt.) John Mason, (USNR). All Hands, 
Amphibious Adventure. Whittlesey House. Nov. 
1943. 236p. $2.75. 


The public which this book was originally addressed 
was United States task force several thousand ships 
bound for landing the beaches North Africa and 
Sicily. “Only one man out ten modern ship 
combat,” said Rear Admiral Alan Kirk, “can see what 
going on; want you their seeing for them.” 
told former dramatic critic and author John Mason Brown 
broadcast daily from the flagship what was being done 
and the enemy. Fortunately, this trip most 
the things were being done us. 


The task force, everybody including the O.W.I. knows 
this time, put grand show, and Mr. Brown gives 
fairly good press. Although his running account neces- 
sarily set the requirements morale, shoots the 
scenes they really happened, and, though quoting occa- 
sionally from William Hazlitt, Shakespeare, 
non-Navy men, speaks for the most part language 
easily grasped the chief actors the decks and below- 
ships. Being one them and being there, this five-star 
eye the fleet had the knack picking out the small 
details which would interest the fighting men whom 
felt privilege speak. does not ignore such 
important trifles whale wounded submarine, 
wash-day board the convoy, and the 
levancies which loom large men adventure 
like this. 

The better parts the broadcasts are those which reflect 
the thoughts passing through the minds the audience. 
The men the task force were ordinary Americans who 
were used leading peaceful ordinary American lives. 
War was not their normal business but was their present 
duty willingly embraced. While embracing they could 
not help having many “home thoughts from abroad”. 
Some the thoughts are trivial, some very tender, and 
many them make you feel very proud these soldiers, 
sailors, and marines. 


There fairly vivid account the landing under fire 
Scoglitti, although feel, somehow, that the author 
might have written some crisper scripts about this. 


What not like about the book are the occasional 
about sex. There are not many such lapses 
the volume, but there should not have been even one. 
feel that most the men the task force would 
think with this point. 


Mildly—and only mildly—recommended for adults; and 
certainly not recommended for juniors. 
Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton 


Koestler, and Departure. Macmillan. 
Nov. 16, $2.00. 


Through the neutral country Portugal (Neutralia 
this story) pass representatives all Lisbon 
opinions and ideologies are constant clash. This coun- 
try provides logical setting for story that probes the 
motives young Communist who had been tortured 
the Nazis. 


Best SELLERs 


Peter Slavek, youth twenty-two, arrived 
after escaping from German-held lands. While awaiting 
papers allow him enlist against Germany en- 
countered former acquaintance, Dr. Sonia Bolgar, 
female phychiatrist. She rescued him from 
tion, kept him for weeks her apartment. Then occurred 
brief, passionate love affair between Peter and young, 
French Odette, whose sudden departure brought Peter 
back Dr. Bolgar’s place where soon suffered 
lytic attack. 

Dr. Bolgar convinced that Peter’s paralysis has its roots 
mental and emotional maladjustments. Gradually “her 
patient dream surgery laid the roots his shame and 
pride, his self-accusations and cravings for 
Peter revealed her incidents from his childhood and 
adolescence: his failure stand guard over pet white 
rabbit that later was used for stew; the accidental killing 
his brother when they were scuffling; his affiliation with 
the tried show that had ac- 
quired false sense guilt, that his willingness suffer 
for Communism was expiatory nature, and that the 
espousal Communism was merely rationalization 
his determination accept the position weaker party 
that would subject abusive force. Here, in- 
cidentally, Dr. Bolgar disparages the Catholic martyrs, 
imputing their acts “suspect craving for martyrdom”. 


Eventually, the ghosts Peter’s past were exorcized; “for 
the first time was master his destiny”. Then came 
permit abroad. prepared take the boat 
and reach Odette, Bernard, Nazi agent, visited the apart- 
ment enlist Peter his cause. Peter was repelled 
the Nazi theory master race. The following day just 
the boat about sail, was enveloped with sense 
loneliness; suddenly saw some old Comrades; im- 
petuously left the boat (and freedom) return 
help the Party. 


description psychoanalysis and some its 
terialistic conclusions Arrival and 
some slight value for mature adults. Otherwise has 
little offer the line Its details Nazi 
torture methods and its sensual passages (e.g., 49) make 
unsuitable for general reading. 


Crime Club---December Selection 
Hale, Christopher. Hangman’s Tie. Doubleday, Doran. 


Dec. 1943. 209p. $2.00. 


When City Treasurer George Sanders was found hanging 
outside the window his bedroom suspended and choked 
makeshift rope neckties, suspicion was immediately 
directed toward young Jonny Marsh, assistant the 
treasurer’s office. audit city accounts reveals 
shortage $32,500. Jonny had just purchased new cat 
and had been dabbling Jonny had power 
ful defender masculine Josephine Pickard whose secre- 
tary was deeply love with Jonny. Josephine’s 
ality was strong itself; supported her position man- 
ager Whitford Marsh’s affairs (the power behind the 
politicians), she was most formidable. Her 
calling the state police caused inevitable conflict 
with the city police. The work Lt. French justified 
actions. The finale bit surprise all parties 
Recommended except for passage favoring cremation 


(p. 156). 
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